Afternoon panel discussions and workshops focused on a variety of topics, ranging from the human dimensions of biodiversity to teaching biology at the high school and undergraduate levels. Among other meeting activities were poster presentations, field trips, exhibits, a Diversity Scholars' luncheon, Town Meeting on Teaching Evolution, private viewing of the Ocean Oasis IMAX film, and a dessert reception at the National Museum of Natural History.
Plenary talks from both the 2000 and 2001 AIBS annual meetings are available at www.aibs.org by means of a 12-month subscription to the AIBS Virtual Library or on CD-ROM. Visit www. aibs.org for more information and to view a free online demonstration featuring Rita Colwell's plenary talk.
Plans for the 2002 AIBS annual meeting, scheduled for 22-24 March in Arlington, Virginia, are already under way. The theme of that meeting is evolution. Invited speakers include Francisco Ayala, Joel Cracraft, Niles Eldredge, Douglas Futuyma, Alison Jolly, Paula Mabee, Loren Rieseberg, and Eugenie Scott. Meeting information will be posted soon on the AIBS Web site (www.aibs.org).
MSO Representatives Attend Council Meeting
Representatives from the 79 member societies and organizations (MSOs) in the AIBS federation, including many presidents and executive directors, were on hand for the annual AIBS council meeting on 27 March 2001. The council serves as an advisory body to the AIBS Board of Directors.
The council meeting has been expanded to serve as an annual minisummit at which membership leaders and key personnel can collaborate and hear invited speakers address topics such as research, education, and public policy. By revamping the council meeting to include key personnel, society leaders, and invited speakers, AIBS hopes to continue building on the momentum and initiatives of the 1999 AIBS Presidents' Summit (visit www.aibs.org for information about the summit).
One of the speakers at this year's council meeting was Martin Apple, president of the Council of Scientific Society Presidents, who emphasized the importance of working together as a science community across all disciplines for the good of science. He pointed out the need for a balanced portfolio of federal investment in fundamental science, telling the group that almost every bioscience discovery has involved direct or indirect dependence on other sciences.
Other 
Congressional Visits Day Held in May
The sixth annual Science-EngineeringTechnology Congressional Visits Dayan event coordinated by the Coalition for Technology Partnerships and the Science-Engineering-Technology Work Group-was held in Washington, DC, on 1-2 May 2001. The AIBS Public Policy Office helped organize the two-day affair, which brings scientists, engineers, researchers, educators, and technology executives to Capitol Hill to explain to congressional policymakers the long-term importance of science, engineering, and technology.
The AIBS delegation consisted of AIBS President Judith Weis; Lindsay Boring, president of the Association of Ecosystem Research Centers; and Kevin Reinert, board member of Society for Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (North America). The Ecological Society of America, an AIBS member society, also participated with its own contingent. The AIBS group visited nine congressional offices to deliver the core message: Federally funded research is the nation's foundation for future innovation. They also discussed the substantial funding cuts proposed for the US Geological Survey and the Environmental Protection Agency's research programs.
Congressional 
